Security Checklist

20 critical points before launching your application

Authentication and Authorization
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Passwords hashed with bcrypt or Argon2

Rate limiting on login (max 5 attempts)

JWT tokens with short expiration (< 1 hour)
Permissions validated on every backend endpoint
2FA enabled for administrative access

Data Protection
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HTTPS enforced across the entire application
Sensitive data encrypted in the database

No sequential IDs exposed in URLs

All inputs sanitized (prevent XSS)

Parameterized queries used (prevent SQL injection)

Infrastructure
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Firewall configured correctly

Unnecessary ports closed

Automated backups running and tested

Audit logs enabled

Secrets stored in environment variables, not in code

Monitoring and Response
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Alerts for mass failed login attempts
Monitoring of changes to critical files
Documented incident response plan
Emergency contacts kept up to date
Defined secret rotation procedure
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